War Strategies – Patience with God
II Peter 1:3-10
Ephesians 4:11-15
Joshua 5:13-15 (The captain of the host provided a war strategy)
Joshua 6

Strategies of war through faith:

· HEBREWS 11:30 - By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were compassed about seven days.
· David and Goliath
· Gideon’s 300
· 135,000 Midianites verses 32,000 Israelites – odds were 4 to 1
· 135,000 Midianites to 10,000 Israelites – odds were 13.5 to 1
· 135,000 Midianites to 300 Israelites – odds were 450 to 1
· Note from bible – Gideon’s strange battle strategy counted on the elements of surprise, confusion, and the enemy’s mistaken assumption that they had fallen prey to an innumerable attacking force. The divinely conceived plan worked better than any man could have dared to hope.

JUDGES 7:16-20
»     16     †      And he divided the three hundred men into three companies, and he put a trumpet in every man's hand, with empty pitchers, and lamps within the pitchers.
»     17     †     And he said unto them, Look on me, and do likewise: and, behold, when I come to the outside of the camp, it shall be that, as I do, so shall ye do.
»     18     †     When I blow with a trumpet, I and all that are with me, then blow ye the trumpets also on every side of all the camp, and say, The sword of the LORD, and of Gideon.
»     19     †     So Gideon, and the hundred men that were with him, came unto the outside of the camp in the beginning of the middle watch; and they had but newly set the watch: and they blew the trumpets, and brake the pitchers that were in their hands.
»     20     †     And the three companies blew the trumpets, and brake the pitchers, and held the lamps in their left hands, and the trumpets in their right hands to blow withal: and they cried, The sword of the LORD, and of Gideon

· War Strategy – Patience with God

(The prophet spoke of 7 different examples of patience in the sermon “The Stature of a Perfect Man”)

1. Abraham
2. Noah
3. Moses
4. Hebrew boys
5. Daniel 
6. Paul 
7. Believers on the day of Pentecost

62-1014M  THE.STATURE.OF.A.PERFECT.MAN_  JEFFERSONVILLE.IN  V-2 N-18  SUNDAY_
«  233       †          Patience with what? What kind of patience? First thing, is have patience with God. If you've got real, genuine faith, you'll have real genuine patience, because faith worketh patience. When God says anything, you believe it. That's all. You got patience.
234    Say, "Well, I asked Him last night to heal me, and I'm just as sick this morning." Oh, my! What patience?
235    God told Abraham, and twenty-five years later there wasn't even one sign. He was still believing. He was patient with God. Uh-huh.
236    Put Him always before you. Let Him be the next crossing thing. You can't cross Him, so just keep Him before you. "He said so, and it's going to happen." See? Keep Him before you. That's right.

1. Abraham – “God told Abraham, and twenty-five years later there wasn't even one sign. He was still believing. He was patient with God. Uh-huh.”

LUKE 21:19
»     19     †     In your patience possess ye your souls.

«  312-3       †        PHILADELPHIAN.CHURCH.AGE  -  CHURCH.AGE.BOOK  CPT.8
Revelation 3:10,
 "Because thou has kept the word of My patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth."
  What does He mean by the "word of His patience?" Hebrews 6:13-15. "For when God made promise to Abraham, because He could swear by no greater, He sware by Himself, saying, Surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee. And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise." You see the Spirit is speaking about the Word of God which is given to us. To wait for the fulfillment of that Word required patience even as it did in the case of Abraham. He endured as seeing Him Who is invisible. He was patient and then the Word finally was fulfilled. This is the way God teaches His people patience. Why, if He fulfilled His Word in physical manifestations the very instant you prayed, you would never learn patience, but would become even more impatient with life. Let me show you this truth even more fully set forth.
Hebrews 11:17,
 "By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises (the Word of God) offered up his only begotten son."
 There it is: Abraham was tried AFTER he received the Word of Promise. Most think that as soon as we pray in Jesus' Name over the good promises of God that there could not be a trial. But here it says that Abraham was tried after he received the promise.
That is exactly correct according to the Psalmist referring to Joseph, 105:19,
 "Until the time that his word came: the Word of the Lord tried him."
 God gives us exceeding great and precious promises. He has promised to fulfill them. He will. But from the time we pray until the time we get the answer we must learn to receive patience into our souls for only in patience do we possess life. May God help us to learn this lesson even as we know the people of this sixth age learned patience. We read the history of the lives of these great Christians; what a contrast we see between their lives and ours for they were so patient and quiet, and today we are all but overcome in over-impatience and haste.

2. Noah – “Noah preached a hundred and twenty years, yet. Plenty of patience. Not even dew fell from Heaven. Wasn't nothing. Just as dusty as it ever was, for a hundred and twenty years, but he was patient.”

62-1014M  THE.STATURE.OF.A.PERFECT.MAN_  JEFFERSONVILLE.IN  V-2 N-18  SUNDAY_
«  237       †          Noah had patience. Yeah. Noah had real, godly patience. God said, "I'm going to destroy this world with rain," and Noah preached a hundred and twenty years, yet. Plenty of patience. Not even dew fell from Heaven. Wasn't nothing. Just as dusty as it ever was, for a hundred and twenty years, but he was patient.
Then, God tries your patience. That's right. God tries them.
238    After He told Noah, now He said, "Noah, I want you to go ahead and get in the ark. I'm going to run the animals in there, and I--I want you get in. Climb way upstairs, now, so you can look out, top window. Now, I want you get in there. I want you to tell these people, 'Tomorrow, what I been preaching for a hundred and twenty years, is going to take place.' All right, you go down there and tell them."

………

62-1014M  THE.STATURE.OF.A.PERFECT.MAN_  JEFFERSONVILLE.IN  V-2 N-18  SUNDAY_
«  249       †          Noah waited. The fourth day passed. No rain. It's all right. It's going to happen.
250    I can hear Mrs. Noah come around and say, "Dad, are you su-...?"
"Don't talk like that."
251    He had patience, 'cause he had faith. Yes, sir. He had virtue. He had knowledge that God was right. He had temperance. He didn't fly loose, say, "Well, I don't know what it's all about. I've lost all my popularity out there." No, no. "People don't care for me no more. I'll go out there and start all over, new again." No, no. He had patience. God promised. God will do it. God will do it, 'cause God said so.

3. Moses – demonstrated patience when he stood before Pharaoh with the snakes

62-1014M  THE.STATURE.OF.A.PERFECT.MAN_  JEFFERSONVILLE.IN  V-2 N-18  SUNDAY_
«  267       †          "Why," he said, "that cheap magician trick! Come here a minute. Come here, Jannes, you and Jambres, throw your sticks down." They throwed them down, and they turned into a serpent.
268    Said, "Now, you cheap thing, come down here to me, an Egyptian, a pharaoh of Egypt. And you come down here with some of your cheap magician trick, some of your hoax," you know, mind-reading. You know what I mean. I hope you're reading about it. "Mental telepathy or something, you see, yeah, come down here with some of that." Said, "Well, we can do the same thing you do."
269    What was Moses? He didn't say, "Oh, Mr. Pharaoh, I--I'm sorry, sir. I'll be your slave." No, sir.
270    He stood still. Amen. Stay right there. God said, just no doubt in his heart, "Hold your peace. I'll show you something." When you've done exactly what He said do, seems like it went wrong; stand still, be patient.

4. Hebrew boys had patience to wait on God
5. Daniel in the lion’s den had patience to wait on God
6. Paul – “Paul had patient. Certainly did. Look what Paul had to do. Talk about patient!”

ACTS 23:11
»     11     †     And the night following the Lord stood by him, and said, Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome.

· Bible states that there were several Jews who banded that they would kill him
· In Acts 24 he was taken to Felix who prolonged judgement for 2 years in hope that Paul would give him money to buy his freedom. 
· In Acts 25 He stood before Festus, who replaced Felix and appealed to stand before Caesar (remember the prophecy, that he was to bare witness also in Rome) 
· He stood before King Agrippa and begin to give his personal testimony of his conversion. I like this because he didn’t break into mysteries, the real mystery is how you were converted.
· He almost persuaded Agrippa to become a Christian (Acts 26:28)
· In Acts 27 he set sail from Rome, but they got hit with a tempestuous wind called Euroclydon.
· He was promised that all that sailed with him would be spared
· They were not allowed to get out of the boat if they were going to survive.
· Once the ship became stuck the soldiers were desiring to kill some of the prisoners unless they escaped, but because Paul was onboard and even though he was a prisoner, the Centurion refused the request of the soldiers.
· Some swam to land and others that couldn’t swim just grabbed a floating piece of wood in order to get to safety. (you can make it on broken pieces)
· You are still in the perfect will of God, when you are enduring Euroclydon. Remember the words of the prophet: “When you've done exactly what He said do, seems like it went wrong; stand still, be patient.”

· In Acts 28 he was bitten by a snake, but shook it off
· He remained patient in all of this as he was promised that he would bear witness also at Rome.

7. Pentecostal believers had to wait until you are endued with power from on high

HEBREWS 10:35-38
»     35     †     Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward. 
»     36     †     For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise. 
»     37     †     For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry. 
»     38     †     Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him.

51-0415E  THE.HOUR.IS.COME_  PHOENIX.AZ  SUNDAY_
«  E-1       †        Recently she had sent one of those handkerchiefs to her sister for her little baby that had a clubbed foot. And she told the lady; she said, "You tie the handkerchief on its foot, and the Lord is going to heal it."
So she left the handkerchief on about two weeks, and it got so dirty. And she said, "You can wash it, and then put it back on."
So she did, and the handkerchief got--getting kind of old and worn. She said, "Well, there's no difference in the baby's foot." Said, "I guess I might as well take it off."
And she said, "Oh, don't you do that." Said, "If it comes to pieces, you tie it with strings, then tie it back on there." She said, "Because I know that it will get well." She'd seen so many things done in the meetings.

51-0415E  THE.HOUR.IS.COME_  PHOENIX.AZ  SUNDAY_
«  E-2       †        And the woman did that--or, she just had a few strings of that handkerchief tied on the baby's foot. And one morning, she went to get the baby, and the Lord had been there that night. And the baby's foot was straight.
And she brought the baby to the meeting to show, and brought the strings that was left on the handkerchief, and had the baby's picture before and where it was then, how the little baby's foot was clubbed in like that, a little baby about eight or ten months old, and there was the little baby's foot just as normal as any other baby.
Now, what if she just throwed the handkerchief away and say... Well, that's where we miss the blessings. We're afraid to wait on God just a little bit. See, see? You've heard that, "Only wait. Again I hear that whisper. Only wait. It won't be very long. Even now the Father's hand is pleading. Soon with Jesus we will sing the victory song." That's right. Just wait on God. Believe it, confess it, stay with it; and God will bring it to pass for you.

62-1014M  THE.STATURE.OF.A.PERFECT.MAN_  JEFFERSONVILLE.IN  V-2 N-18  SUNDAY_
«  296       †          Now, if you've got that kind of patience, after God gives you a promise and you see it in the Bible, "It's mine," then wait. Then, if you've got that kind of patience, add it to your faith. And see how high you're getting now? You're getting way up here now. All right. The clock hand is getting way round, too, isn't it? All right. All right. Add this to your faith.

62-1014M  THE.STATURE.OF.A.PERFECT.MAN_  JEFFERSONVILLE.IN  V-2 N-18  SUNDAY_
«  297       †          Always putting Him before you, remembering, it was He that promised. Wasn't me, promised. Wasn't pastor, promised, or Brother Neville. It wasn't some other minister, promised. It wasn't some priest or pope. Wasn't no man of the earth. It was God made the promise, and God is able to keep everything He promised. All right. If you got that kind of faith, to know that God promised it! Say, "Brother Branham, I'm sick. I need healing awful bad." Accept it. It's a gift given to you, yes, sir, if thou canst believe. "Well," you say, "I do believe." Then forget it. That's all. It's all over. See?
298    Have patience, if you got patience. If you're not, you're crumbling off of this Building here, see. It'll knock all the rest of it down, that one thing. Got to have that. Don't add it, because, it'll wreck your building if you haven't got patience, if you haven't got virtue to add to your faith that you say you got. And if you haven't got any faith, and try to put virtue on it, it'll break your faith down. See? You say, "Well, now, wait a minute. Maybe this is all a mistake, anyhow. Maybe God isn't God. Maybe there is no God." See, it'll break the thing right in two. See?

63-0304  A.ABSOLUTE_  HOUSTON.TX  MONDAY_
«  90       †          How can we say about Joshua? How is he going to cross the Jordan? Seems like God was a strange military man, right in the month of April, when the waters was up like that. But He said to Joshua, "Take the ark and go forward." That's all he had to do. And God moved back the Jordan and made dry grounds, and they walked across and was delivered. How it was!
91    No wonder Joshua said, "For me and my house, we'll serve the Lord."
92    How David, that great patriarch, how we'd like to speak about him. We haven't time. But, and many times... As we heard someone speaking a few moments ago about David and his sin, but when all of it was forgiven. When he was going to battle, and we call it, in the world, "The chips were down," and the opposition was great. And David laid there under the tree, and sweated it out, until he heard the sound going through the mulberry bushes, then it was different. David rose and went on, because that he had an absolute, that he knew that was God going on before him.
93    Can't we pray a prayer of faith that will send God on to that parole board down there? Sure, we can. We believe that we can, if we'll hold to that absolute.

II SAMUEL 5:19-25
»     19     †     And David enquired of the LORD, saying, Shall I go up to the Philistines? wilt thou deliver them into mine hand? And the LORD said unto David, Go up: for I will doubtless deliver the Philistines into thine hand.
»     20     †     And David came to Baalperazim, and David smote them there, and said, The LORD hath broken forth upon mine enemies before me, as the breach of waters. Therefore he called the name of that place Baalperazim.

HEBREW LEXICON -- STRONG'S NUMBER 1188
 Baal-pereazim = "lord of the breaks"
 1) the site of a victory of David over the Philistines, and of a great destruction of their images; also called 'Mount Perazim'

»     21     †     And there they left their images, and David and his men burned them.
»     22     †     And the Philistines came up yet again, and spread themselves in the valley of Rephaim.
»     23     †     And when David enquired of the LORD, he said, Thou shalt not go up; but fetch a compass behind them, and come upon them over against the mulberry trees.
»     24     †     And let it be, when thou hearest the sound of a going in the tops of the mulberry trees, that then thou shalt bestir thyself: for then shall the LORD go out before thee, to smite the host of the Philistines.
»     25     †     And David did so, as the LORD had commanded him; and smote the Philistines from Geba until thou come to Gazer.

  172-3       †        PERGAMEAN.CHURCH.AGE  -  CHURCH.AGE.BOOK  CPT.5
  Those in the bride do only His will. No one can make them do otherwise. They have 'thus saith the Lord' or they keep still. They know that it has to be God in them doing the works, fulfilling His own Word. He did not complete all His work while in His earthly ministry so now He works in and through the bride.
  She knows that, for it was not yet time for Him to do certain things that He must now do. But He will now fulfill through the bride that work which He left for this specific time.

«  172-4       †        PERGAMEAN.CHURCH.AGE  -  CHURCH.AGE.BOOK  CPT.5
  Now let us stand like Joshua and Caleb. Our promised land is coming in sight even as theirs did. Now Joshua means "Jehovah Saviour", and he represents the end-time leader that will come to the church even as Paul came as the original leader. Caleb represents those that stayed true with Joshua. Remember, God had started Israel as a virgin with His Word. But they wanted something different. So did the last day church. Notice how God did not move Israel, or let her go into the promised land until it was His own appointed time. Now the people might have put pressure on Joshua, the leader, and said, "The land is ours, let's go and take it. Joshua, you are all through, you must have lost your commission, you don't have the power you used to have. You used to hear from God and know the will of God, and act quickly. Something is wrong with you." But Joshua was a God-sent prophet and he knew the promises of God, so he waited for them. He waited for a clear cut decision from God and when the time came to move, God placed the full leadership in Joshua's hands because he had stayed with the Word. God could trust Joshua but not the others. So it will repeat in this end day. The same problem, the same pressures.

· Joshua 6 – the war strategy was to walk around the walls of Jericho

59-0422  WE.WOULD.SEE.JESUS_  SAN.JOSE.CA  WEDNESDAY_
«  E-13       †        Now, I believe that all Scripture is given by inspirations. And the Scripture is--has got to be right, or all of it right, or there might be that if we could say: some of it's right and some of it's not right, then we get ourself all mixed up. I just believe that it's all the truth.
Now, I may not be able to have faith to make it all manifested, Its promises and so forth, to bring them to pass, but I will never stand in somebody's way that does have faith to do it. I might not climb where Enoch did, and take a afternoon walk with God, and go home with Him. I might not have that much faith. And I might not have enough faith to shout like Joshua that knocked the walls down. But I certainly not stand in anyone's way who does have that type of faith.

61-1231E  IF.GOD.BE.WITH.US.THEN.WHERE.IS.ALL.THE.MIRACLES_  JEFFERSONVILLE.IN  V-15 N-1  SUNDAY_
«  176       †        Joshua, oh, that great conqueror, oh, the successor of Moses, a man that God loved, a mighty warrior, a man that God loved, God told him, "As I was with Moses, so will I be with you." But before the walls fell, Joshua marched according to the Chief Captain's orders: around the wall thirteen times before the power of God ever struck the thing. He marched around the wall and sounded the trumpet, according to the Word of God that the Chief Captain told him out there when He met Him. He marched according to the Word of God. What did he do? He acted upon the Word before he saw the miracle.

61-1231E  IF.GOD.BE.WITH.US.THEN.WHERE.IS.ALL.THE.MIRACLES_  JEFFERSONVILLE.IN  V-15 N-1  SUNDAY_
«  177       †        You know, just to sound a trumpet don't shake down a wall that you can run chariot races around: sounding a trumpet. But God said, "Just--just march around the walls, seven times, and the last day, march seven--and thirteen times. And as you go around the wall, at the last time, let the priests go before, with the ark, and sound the trumpet. And when the trumpet sounds, the walls will shake down." What'd they do? He saw the miracle of God, after he acted on the Word of God. Where is your miracles? Act on His Word first.
How could the walls be shook down, and leave one little house standing, a harlot's house? Because she acted on the Word of God. Why did the rest of them die and she lived? She acted on the Word of God, and she saw the miracle of God. That's the way to find it; act on the Word.

53-1205  THE.RESURRECTION_  WEST.PALM.BEACH.FL  SATURDAY_
«  E-109       †        Now, I believe I told the truth or an error. I have the Bible here to back up--tell me I told the truth. The Holy Spirit's here. I believe that if each one of you will be sincere in your heart now, you will get just what you ask for.
Now, when Joshua crossed the river of Jordan, they marched around Jericho, and then they let out a shout, the walls of Jericho fell, and they went in and took the city. [Blank.spot.on.tape--Ed.]
All want this afternoon... You want healing? Let's go in and take it. If you want healing, it's yours. God promised it to you. It's yours. If you want salvation, it's yours. But let's go in and take it.


· Faith – Gideon’s army
· Virtue – “And what is virtue? Virtue is strength, power.”
· Virtue – strength, grit, courage power
· Samson and the jawbone- boldness or determination in facing great danger, especially in battle; heroic courage; bravery:
· II Chronicles 13 Asa's father Abijah demonstrated a total dependence on God.
· He showed fortitude/virtue while in battle
· They only had 400,000 warriors to Israel's 800,000
· Abijah was confident that the battle was not against Judah but against God
· He reminded Jeroboam and Israel of their sins against God.
· As he was declaring these words, Jeroboam had arranged an ambush. (II Chronicles 13:13-18)
· It looked like Judah was surrounded, but they were surrounded by God.
· They let out a shout and the bible states that God smote Jeroboam.
· Knowledge – Jehoshaphat joining battle with Ahab. He knew of the prophecy that was given by Elijah regarding Ahab
· Ahab’s scheme to dress like a warrior rather than like a king was unsuccessful.
· It was time for the Elijah’s prophecy to come to pass
· Your costume can’t stop the prophecy.
· Your personality changing can’t stop the prophecy.
· Your behavior can’t stop the prophecy.
· Jehoshaphat was surrounded, but God delivered him (II Chronicle 18:31) 
· Temperance - David was chased by Saul but he refused to harm God’s anointed. Once in a cave and once in a trench. “Sweeten your temper with prayer”
· Patience
· Patience with God – Joshua marching around the walls of Jericho
· Patience with one another – Abraham with his nephew Lot
· Godliness – Elisha led the Syrian army right into the camp of Israel. Rather than smiting them, he told the king to prepare bread and water for his enemies.
· Brotherly Kindness – David and his 600 warriors went to recover all. 200 were faint and the other 400 wanted to restore their families and send them away, without allowing them to partake of the spoil. David nixed that plan.
· Charity – We find David demonstrating this again. He was the prefect type of Christ. 
· Refer back to II Samuel 18:5, 33
· Absalom went into banishment and was brought home through a scheme of Joab.
· The very man that created a scheme for Absalom to return was the very man who killed him. (II Samuel 14)
· Once he came home, he stole the hearts of the people over time. Rather than sending them to the king, he took it upon himself to provide counsel.
· He desired to move to Hebron after 40 years and this is where he launched his personal campaign to become king. He arranged for 200 men from Jerusalem to come to Hebron. The bible said they went in their simplicity, and they knew not anything.
· As David was leaving, he wept on the Mount of Olives. Jesus, the son of David wept on the same mountain. (Luke 13:34)
· David was cursed by Shimei as he was leaving
· II Samuel 19:1-6
· Phileo love was shown by Joab. Absalom was a threat and thus he felt it best to protect the king and the kingdom by killing the son of the king.
· Agapao love was expressed by David. He showed concern for his own son, who was an enemy at the time. Jesus did the same on the cross for His own children.
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