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II PETER 1:1-12

»     1     †      ¶  Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ: 

»     2     †     Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, 

»     3     †     According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 

»     4     †     Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 

»     5     †      ¶  And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 

»     6     †     And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 

»     7     †     And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 

»     8     †     For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

»     9     †     But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. 

»     10     †     Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: 

»     11     †     For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

»     12     †      ¶  Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and be established in the present truth.

FAITH 
- The New Birth, Be Born Again
- The Foundation

- Position of growing

- Revelation

- A holy evidence

62-1014M  THE.STATURE.OF.A.PERFECT.MAN

«  102       †          Notice, you must be born again. And when you're born again, you can't be born again without having faith. That's right. So, you see, on my chart here, I got the very foundation, faith is the foundation of all of it. "For without faith it's impossible to please God. He that cometh to God must believe that He is, and a rewarder of those that diligently seek Him." See? He must be. And when you're a skeptic of the Bible, when you're skeptic of the Word being right, you just might as well stay back until first you believe it.

103    What is sin? Unbelief. There's only two elements that controls the human being. That's either doubt or faith, one or the other. You're possessed of one that dominates your life. Just depends on how much faith you have, how high you can rise.

«  104       †          But, first, it's got to be faith. Let me stay on that foundation for a while. Now, faith is what you must believe. Faith is what... "Faith is the substance of things hoped for." It's, you already have it when you have faith, because it's revealed in faith. "Faith is the substance of things hoped for," Hebrews 11, see, "the evidence." What is it? What kind of an evidence? A holy evidence.

105    Therefore, when you say, "Brother Branham, I believe that God is a Healer." Well, if you believe that, and then accept Him as your Healer, and not lying, but actually believing that by His stripes you are healed, there's nothing going to turn you from it. It's a settled thing. Now you might have hope, just keep dodging to this and dodging to that. But when you got faith, you know it, because it is the evidence. You've already got it. I was...
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«  131       †          First, you must be born again. And then when you're born again, you have faith; you believe the Word. Until you're born again, you'll argue against It. If you're just religiously inclined, and--and you got a--a--a little human knowledge that you should do right, you'll never be able to agree upon the Word of God. You'll never do it. You've got to be born again. And, born again, it produces faith. All right. 
Then, after you get faith, this right here, f-a-i-t-h, faith, then you're just in position of growing.
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«  141       †          Now here is what we do. What's the first thing? Have faith, and be born again. That's laying the foundation.

142    Then, after we lay the foundation, secondly you add to your foundation. "Add to your faith," Peter said here. Add to your... First you have faith, then you add virtue to your faith. This is the next column. First, pour your foundation, faith. Then, to your faith, add virtue.

143    Now, right there knocks a lot of us down. Yes, sir. Yes. "Add virtue to your faith." That doesn't just mean living a virgin life, you know, like the woman or a man, and so forth. That doesn't have nothing to do with that.

VIRTUE
- Went out of Him
- Must Have it to be like him
- Virtue is strength, power
- Greek Lexicon - A virtuous course of thought, feeling and action; virtue, moral goodness any particular moral  excellence, as modesty, purity
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«  144       †          The Bible said, we read over here in the Book of Luke, where It said, "Virtue went out of Him." That right? [Congregation says, "Amen."--Ed.] If we're going to be like Him, we must have virtue, then. We must have it, to be like Him. Is the first song that I ever loved, in--in the hymns, one of the greatest, was, To Be Like Jesus. Well, if I'm going to be like Jesus, I've got to have virtue, and a pass that it can pass forward from me to the people. Because, "Virtue went out of Him to the people." Virtue! And before you can let it out, you've got to have it first. You haven't got it, it won't come out. There's nothing for it to come out of.
145    What if someone tried to draw virtue out of us, and the check would return "insufficient funds"? See? No, no, none there to draw from, check bounced. Somebody looking at you as a Christian, and tomorrow see you out here carrying on like a sinner, not much virtue can be drawed from that. See? Right.
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«  146       †          Virtue must be in us. And until we get virtue... Then when we get true virtue, we can add it to our faith. That's the next foundation wall. Now, first you must have faith. Faith alone won't do it. You've got... Peter said, "Then add virtue to your faith." You must have virtue, in order to add it to your faith.

147    Now, then, it might be, the reason you don't have it, because many churches of today teach you don't have to have it, or the days of it is passed. "They don't have to have it. Only thing you have to do is just join church. Yeah, days is passed."

148    Virtue, anyone knows what the word virtue means, see, and we must have it. If virtue went from Him, to heal the woman that was sick, He's expecting the same virtue in His Church, because He was our example. And if He had virtue to give to the people, He expects us to have virtue to give to the people. And what is virtue? Virtue is strength, power.

149    Some of them don't even believe in power of God. They say, "That--that--that's passed. Only thing you have to do is just put your name on the book, and be sprinkled, or poured, or baptized, or whatevermore. And that's all you have to do."
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«  150       †          But Peter said here, "Add virtue." Now, Peter is talking about building the House of God, see, the Temple of God, fixing it to a place. And after you have virtue, you must have... After you have faith, you must have virtue with it. That's right. Have virtue for the whole world.

151    I preached a sermon about twenty years ago, I guess, on Rev. Mr. Lily. Lily, the pastor. Took it from the text to where Jesus said, "Consider the lily, how they neither toil or spin. Yet I say to you, Solomon in all of his glory is not arrayed like one."

152    Look at the lily. It comes from way down in the muck. And every minute of the day it has to be drawing from the earth. See? And what does it do with this virtue that it draws? It gives it out. It makes a beautiful sight for the admirer. It opens up itself for honey, for the bee to come and get his part. Don't complain. It's just got it, to give out. What if the bee come in there; insufficient funds, no honey? That little bee would scratch his head and say, "What kind of a lily is that?"

KNOWLEDGE
- Not Worldly Knowledge
- Knowledge to You judge whether the Word is right or wrong
- knowledge to believe that God cannot lie
- Knowledge that what God said, God is able to perform.

- when you can see that the Scripture is not contradictory, by the revelation of God, the whole Word is wrote in mysteries, and only the knowledge of God can reveal It
- only way you'll ever be able to have them, is have Heaven-born knowledge. And Heaven-born knowledge will vindicate the Word.
- Ghost knowledge will always punctuate the Word with "amen."
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«  160       †          And then, thirdly, you add knowledge. Knowledge, now, that don't mean worldly knowledge, 'cause that's foolishness to God; but knowledge to judge, judge (what?) right from wrong. How do you judge it, then, if you've got Christian knowledge with your virtue and faith? You judge whether the Word is right or wrong. And if you can lay aside all your creeds, and all your unbelief, everything that you claim you have done, then you have knowledge to believe that God cannot lie. "Let every man's word be a lie, but Mine be true." See? Now you're getting knowledge. That's supreme knowledge. You don't have to have four degrees in some college, or something like that, to have it, because all these virtues are given to you by God, to place upon the foundation of your faith, that you might come to the full stature of a real, living man of God. Yes, sir.

«  161       †          Add, add knowledge, because, knowledge of His Word. You must believe it in this way. Such as, you should believe today that the... and accept it, that the days of miracles is not passed. Knowledge that what God said, God is able to perform.

162    Abraham believed that. And when he was a hundred years old, he staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief. Look how ridiculous that Word looked. Here's a man, a hundred years old, looking for a baby to be born into his home, by a woman ninety years old. See? Almost fifty years passed bearing, lived with her since she was a--a young girl, or teen age. And here he is, his life stream was dead. And Sarah's womb was dead. And all hopes is gone, as far as it was hopes. But, yet, against hope, he believed in hope, because he had knowledge that God was able to keep everything that He promised.
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«  163       †          Now, when you got it like that, then add that to your faith. When you got true virtue, add it to your faith. When you can walk out here on the street, live like a Christian, act like a Christian, be a Christian, add that to your faith. When you have knowledge...

164    You say, "Well, I don't know now whether this Scripture is just right. Now here is Acts 2:38, I don't know how to go about it with Acts 28:19. I don't." All right. You don't--don't add nothing, 'cause you ain't got It yet. See? What you going to do? Because, you haven't got knowledge enough to know of God, yet, that the Bible doesn't contradict Itself. Leave it alone. Don't say no more about it. See? Leave it alone.

165    But when you can see that the Scripture is not contradictory, that you can say that; and can see, that, by the revelation of God, the whole Word is wrote in mysteries, and only the knowledge of God can reveal It; then when you get and say, punctuate every Word of God with an "amen," then add that to your faith.
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«  172       †          We're not building an organization. I'm not here this morning to build an organization. Christ never sent me to build organization. Christ sent me to build individuals to the stature of Jesus Christ, that they might be the powerhouse and the dwelling place of the Spirit, by His Word. By His Word, see, build up the individual to that place. Not build an organization to a greater denomination, but build the individual to sons and daughters of God. That's the idea. See? Add to your faith, virtue; to your virtue, add knowledge. Well, now you're coming to a place.

«  173       †          Now when they begin to say, "Well, we don't have to accept that today." You do have to. It must be.

174    The Scriptures cannot lie. "And they are no private interpretation," the Bible said. You just believe It the way It's written There. See? You've got to have these things. And the only way you'll ever be able to have them, is have Heaven-born knowledge. And Heaven-born knowledge will vindicate the Word. See?

175    You've got to believe, not make-believe it. None of these are make-belief, see, if you try to say, "I got it." Don't be a black bird putting peacock feathers in yourself, see, 'cause they'll fall right out. They're not naturally growed in there. They're just stuck in.
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«  180       †          The Word is the revelation of Jesus Christ, the Bible said so, Christ being revealed in His Word. And if He has watched over you when you transgress these laws, He condemns you for it, how much more has He watched over His law that condemns you! Amen.

181    Go on, boy, don't tell me that stuff!

182    I believe in genuine, Holy Ghost knowledge. Holy Ghost knowledge will always punctuate the Word with "amen." When you get these things that seem to contradict themselves, in the Bible, you sit down and study it, and prayerfully like that. And the first thing you know, the Holy Spirit begins to move in. After a while you see it ties together, and there you got it. See? That's knowledge.
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«  197       †          Knowledge; not worldly. Spiritual knowledge of the Word, knowing what God said, do what God said, that's right. Then if you got that and can believe all these things, that He's the same in all these things the Word says is true, you punctuate every one with an "amen." It's all right. Add that to your faith. That's all right. Yes.

198    If somebody tries to tell you, that, "The Bible has lost its power. There is no such a thing as the baptism of the Holy Ghost." Huh-uh. Don't add that. It won't work. It'll fall off. Like putting clay on a rock, it won't stand up. It will crumble.

TEMPERANCE
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«  219       †          Fourthly. We'll have to hurry, because I'm just... It just feels so good to stand here and talk about it. Amen. [A brother says, "We're enjoying it."--Ed.] Yeah. Fourthly... Thank you.

220    Add "temperance." Oh, my! We've come to temperance. Now, you've had faith, first; have to have that, to begin with. Then you add virtue to your faith, if it's the right kind of virtue. Then you add knowledge, if it's the right kind of knowledge. Now you're going to add temperance.

221    Temperance doesn't mean, "stop drinking alcohol," here, either. No, no. Temperance doesn't mean alcoholic cure, not in this case. This is Bible temperance, Holy Spirit temperance. That's just one of the lust of the flesh, but we're talking about Holy Spirit temperance. That means, how to control your tongue, not be a tattler; how to control your temper, not fly off every time anybody speaks cross to you. Oh, my!

222    Boy, a lot of us going to fall off before we get started, aren't we? See? Then we wonder why God is not in His Church, doing miracles and things that they used to do. Yes, sir. See?
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«  223       †          Add these things. Add temperance to it. Oh, temperance, how to answer in kindness when wrath is spoke to you. Somebody say, "You bunch of holy-rollers down there!" Don't jump out and roll up your sleeves now. See? Not that. But talk with godly love, temperance, kindness. Is that the way you want to be? [Congregation says, "Amen."--Ed.] When you're riled upon, rile not back. Let Him be your example.

224    When they said, "If Thou be the Son of God, turn these stones into bread," He could have done it, and show He was God. But He had temperance. When they called Him, "Beelzebub," He said, "I'll forgive you for it." That right? They pulled handfuls of beard out of His face, and spit in His face, and said, "Come down off the cross!"

225    He said, "Father, forgive them. They don't even know what they're doing."
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«  226       †          When, He had the gift, He knowed all things, for in Him was the fullness of the godhead bodily. They had seen Him perform miracles, by telling people what was wrong with them, and so forth like that. They put a rag around His head like that, around His eyes, and hit Him on the head with a stick, and said, "Prophesy, tell us who hit You. We'll believe You." See? He had temperance.

227    Now, if you got it like that, add it to your faith. If you still blow up and sass, and fuss, and stew, and carry on, huh-uh, you ain't got no... You can't add that, 'cause it won't add. See? It won't vulcanize. You couldn't take a piece of rubber, you know, and vulcanize it to a piece of iron. It just won't work. No, it's got to be flexible, just like the rubber is. See? And when your faith and your temperance becomes the same kind of Holy Ghost temperance that He had, then it will vulcanize with Him. You're added to it.

When your virtue is like His virtue, then it'll add to it.
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«  228       †          When your knowledge is like His knowledge, "I come to do Thy will, O God." See? With the Father's Word, He defeated every devil. Heavens and earth will pass away, but the Word will not. See? When you got that kind of knowledge, it'll vulcanize with your faith.

229    When you got the right kind of temperance, like He had, it'll vulcanize. If you haven't, just a man-made halfway, soused-up belief, or temperance, "Oh, I ought to slap him down, but--but maybe I better not, 'cause they might put my name in the paper about it." That ain't the kind of temperance He's talking about. Don't try to add that. It won't work. But when you can really, with the sweetness from your heart, forgive every man, hold your peace, let it be gone, see, then it'll vulcanize. You can add that to your faith. Whew!
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«  230       †          No wonder the church is so short. Isn't that right? No wonder. I'd say, "Repent and be baptized, the Bible said, in the Name of Jesus Christ." And a strict Trinitarian don't believe that, say, "That old antichrist. He's a Jesus Name. He's a Jesus Only." Look out, boy, I don't know about your temperance right now. See? Why don't you come, say, "Let's reason this together, Brother Branham. I'd like to hear This explained"? See? Then come down and listen to It. And then It's put right before you, and then you walk away; we'll--we'll get to that just in a few minutes, in "godliness," see. But when you--when you fly loose, want to jump at every conclusion, huh-uh, that's--that's not it. See? You haven't got Bible temperance yet when you do that; how to answer back. Then if you got all this, you can add this to your faith.

PATIENCE

GODLINESS

BROTHERLY KINDNESS

DIVINE LOVE

GREEK LEXICON
FAITH
VIRTUE
GREEK LEXICON -- STRONG'S NUMBER 703

  703  »      arete    {ar-et'-ay}    ajrevth    from the same as 730; TDNT -- 1:457,77; n f

 AV  -- virtue (4)

     -- praise (1) [5]

 1) a virtuous course of thought, feeling and action; virtue, moral goodness

 2) any particular moral excellence, as modesty, purity

KNOWLEDGE
GREEK LEXICON -- STRONG'S NUMBER 1108

  1108  »      gnosis    {gno'-sis}    gnw'siß    from 1097; TDNT -- 1:689,119; n f

 AV  -- knowledge (28)

     -- science (1) [29]

 1) knowledge signifies in general intelligence, understanding: the general knowledge of Christian religion, the deeper more perfect and enlarged knowledge of this religion, such as belongs to the more advanced, especially of things lawful and unlawful for Christians; moral wisdom, such as is seen in right living.

TEMPERANCE
GREEK LEXICON -- STRONG'S NUMBER 1466

  1466  »      egkrateia    {eng-krat'-i-ah}    ejgkravteia    from 1468; TDNT -- 2:339,196; n f

 AV  -- temperance (4)

 1) self control (the virtue of one who masters his desires and passions, especially his sensual appetites)

PATIENCE
GREEK LEXICON -- STRONG'S NUMBER 5281

  5281  »      hupomone    {hoop-om-on-ay'}    uJpomonhv    from 5278; TDNT -- 4:574,581; n f

 AV  -- patience (29)

     -- enduring (1)

     -- patient continuance (1)

     -- patient waiting (1) [32]

 1) steadfastness, constancy, endurance: in the NT the characteristic of a man who is not swerved from his deliberate purpose and his loyalty to faith and piety by even the greatest trials and sufferings: patiently, and steadfastly

 2) a patient, steadfast waiting for

 3) a patient enduring, sustaining, perseverance

GODLINESS
GREEK LEXICON -- STRONG'S NUMBER 2150

  2150  »      eusebeia    {yoo-seb'-i-ah}    eujsevbeia    from 2152; TDNT -- 7:168,1010; n f

 AV  -- godliness (14)

     -- holiness (1) [15]

 1) reverence, respect; piety towards God, godliness
BROTHERLY KINDNESS
GREEK LEXICON -- STRONG'S NUMBER 5360

  5360  »      philadelphia    {fil-ad-el-fee'-ah}    filadelfiva    from 5361; TDNT -- 1:144,22; n f

 AV  -- brotherly love (3)

     -- brotherly kindness (2)

     -- love of the brethren (1) [6]

 1) love of brothers or sisters, brotherly love; in the NT the love which Christians cherish for each other as brethren

DIVINE LOVE
GREEK LEXICON -- STRONG'S NUMBER 26

  26  »      agape    {ag-ah'-pay}    ajgavph    from 25; TDNT -- 1:21,5; n f

 AV  -- love (86)

     -- charity (27)

     -- dear (1)

     -- charitably + 2596 (1)

     -- feast of charity (1) [116]

 1) brotherly love, affection, good will, love, benevolence

 2) love feasts

